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Incorporated No INC9876008 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday 26 Oct 2019 

13.00h WST/ 16.00h EST 

Attendees: 

Annie Jackson 
Vanessa Joy 

Mike Keogh 

Craig Heard 

Michelle Matthews 

 Zahra Goldsmith Danielle Stewart Madison Golding 

Todd McGuire Sean Hennessy 

Sean Hennessy Jamelia Bramwell 
Levi Orr  
Courtney Orr 

Sarrah Zonneveld 
Ken Bird 

Louise Barnett 
Anna Myers 

Hayley French Davis 
Tim Huntley 

Jess West Karly Cunningham 

Marilyn McPaul Narelle Crozier 

Emily Vourlides Adam West 

1. Opening of Meeting

Meeting opened at 4.10pm

2. Apologies:

• Alex Watkins, Donna Needham, Jess Winther, Kristin Morton, Bec 
Jackson

3. Confirmation of previous minutes

The Minutes of the last AGM held on 22/10/2018 was accepted with no 

amendments. Acceptance of minutes proposed by Sean Hennessy and 

seconded by Mike Keogh.

4. Reports

4.1 President’s report

2019 has been a big year for ASSA and the sport in general and I am very happy to say 

that for the most part it was all positive.  

The year started out with the task of reviewing the race rules, specifically the enforcement 

of the vaccination rule, which as you can imagine was no easy task. We are very fortunate 
in this sport that we have some amazing vets who support & assist us and were all happy 

to help with this process, we thank you for your time & assistance. A big thank you also to 
all the clubs & RGO’s who joined the process to provide feedback and come up with a basic 

procedure that the majority were happy with. As the season started and the random 
checks came into effect, it was a relief to know that the process worked, the members 
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were generally very supportive, and we did not encounter anyone in breach of the rule. As 
always there is room for improvement, and I have no doubt the new committee will review 

it before the 2020 season.  

This year also saw the lines of communication between ASSA and the AFSS opened and it 

was clear from the start there was much to address. The ASSA committee has 
acknowledged several issues that lead to the initial split and started working on addressing 

these. Some of these issues were raised in the recent club/RGO and member surveys and 
the feedback will help provide direction for the next committee. One point raised by the 

AFSS was the club vs state rep roles, and while we had a good response to this in the 
member survey, there was no clear outcome and further discussion is needed before ASSA 

can consider any changes. It was great to see so many AFSS & ASSA members attending 
each other’s events this season too, especially the ASSA Nationals in NSW. And we also 

welcomed Sled Dog Racing Queensland’s Red Mile Muster back into the ASSA National Point 
Score as a dual AFSS & ASSA race.  

The ASSA National race this year was hosted by the Siberian Husky Club of NSW and was a 
fantastic event, very well run and well attended. The Sunday mornings heat did require 

shortening of tracks but overall the weather was good, at least for the dogs, and everyone 
generally enjoyed themselves. Well done to the SHCNSW team who organized the event, 

you did a great job! The nationals event also afforded ASSA the opportunity to host an 
informal discussion with members from all over the country to get feedback on how they 
see things going and where we can improve. We even had some AFSS members from QLD 

and NSW join in, and I am pleased to say it was a very constructive, well-mannered 
discussion, and should be added to the schedule for the national every year. Following the 

success of this we also had the state reps in several states organize a similar informal 
discussion with their local clubs as well.  

It has been a quiet year on the IFSS front, for ASSA at least, as we had no IFSS sanctioned 
world cup races and no participants in the Driver ID (DID) program. It was not as quiet for 

the IFSS themselves however, as the council faced backlash over their decision to move 
the Dryland World Championship from Latvia to Sweden. The Latvian Federation called for 

a vote of no confidence in the council, which was unchartered water for the IFSS and 
required legal consultation before they conducted the actual vote. Fortunately for the sport, 

it was voted down and the council remains, however there were a couple of resignations 
following the vote. In May I met with the current IFSS President, Helen Lundberg, and Vice 

President of Sport, Eeva Aijala, at the Sports Accord conference held on the Gold Coast. I 
admit I have been personally critical of the IFSS in the past and still firmly believe they 

need to offer more value to their members. That being said, it was good to meet in person 
and discuss some of the issues Australia has had with the IFSS and try to make them more 

aware of our experience in the dryland aspect of the sport. My hope is that the IFSS will 
start to include Oceania more in the consultation process for any proposed changes and 

identify ways to improve the value of our membership dollars. It often seems as if the IFSS 
don’t do much for us, and they can do more, but I don’t believe walking away from the 
IFSS would be in the best interest of our sport for Australia. This was another issue raised 

by the recent surveys and we communicated it with the current Oceania Continental 
Director to discuss at the recent IFSS Council meeting, which he attended in person. 

Unfortunately, I have not had a response from the OCD or IFSS President to confirm if they 
discussed it.  

I would like to say thanks to the 2019 ASSA committee, the countless long hours you have 
all put into this past year to make things happen is truly appreciated. We had some ups 
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and downs, but we worked through it all and I believe the sport and its future in Australia 
is better for it. Thank you also to everyone who accepted nominations to be a part of the 

2020 committee, we wish you all the best for the year ahead.  

The last point I wish to cover is the role of the volunteer in our sport. Every single person 

who helps on a committee, assists at a race event or simply turns up to cook sausages at 
local club fundraiser BBQ is a volunteer. They invest their time, effort and even money into 

helping support and grow their sport. Without these volunteers there would be no sport, no 
races, no clubs, so please keep that in mind next time you think about criticizing someone 

or something just because it’s different from how you may like or have done it. There is 
more than enough negative in our sport and the dog world, let’s not contribute further to 

it. I encourage everyone to take few seconds and say thanks to these volunteers, a little 
appreciation for their efforts can go a long way to ensuring they continue to support our 

sport into the future! On behalf of myself and the outgoing ASSA committee, thank you to 
each and every one of you.  

Todd McGuire – ASSA President  

4.2 Secretary’s report 

 

Welcome everyone and thanks for joining us today for the AGM.  
I hope everyone has had a fun and rewarding season out on the trails with your dogs. I’m 

looking forward to not being Pregnant next year and being able to get back out on the 
trails myself.  
 

I have had a great first year on the ASSA committee and learnt so much. I look forward to 
the coming year and working with the committee to continue to improve the sport in 

Australia.  
We started the season with the huge task of working out vaccination rules to make the 

sport safe for all our dogs and it was very daunting at first just joining the ASSA committee 
but I’m very proud of how we all handled it and worked with Vets and RGO’s to come up 

with a great plan which was successful this year. I believe we need to revise it again this 
coming season as we still are hearing of people attending with unvaccinated dogs but I’m 

sure the new committee will be able to work on this.  
Well done to the SHCNSW for hosting a successful and enjoyable Nationals. 

Congratulations to all the winners at Nationals and an early congratulations to the National 
Point score winners who will be announced later in this meeting. You have all done a great 

job training your dogs to take out these titles.  
 

Thank you to the outgoing committee for a great year and all your efforts to improve the 
sport in Australia. We have had to deal with a lot of Social Media keyboard warriors this 

year and it is something we are going to need to address how to handle going forward as a 
new committee. Please remember we are all here to have fun in the sport and be respectful 

to other members. If you have anything you would like ASSA to be doing or improving on 
please email us or reach out to your state rep or an Executive committee member to 
discuss it. We love getting feedback and ideas from our members to work on.  

 
I hope everyone has a great Summer and your all looking forward to the 2020 season and 

Nationals in Victoria.  
 

Courtney Orr – ASSA Secretary 
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4.3 Vice Presidents Report 

 

This year has not been without its challenges, with our committee saying goodbye to 

some experienced members. We began the year with some heavy and potentially 

divisive issues to deal with.  

I’m very proud of how our committee worked together, bringing what in my view are 

positive outcomes for the sport in Australia.  

For me, one of the best things to come out of the year were the increased levels of 

consultation with clubs and members. As a member based organisation, I think that this 
is critical to delivering the best outcomes to the sport in Australia and moving forward it 

is something that I would like to see continue. 

 

Congratulations to all the Clubs and RGO’s who held events this year, there were great 
races held right across the country. Clubs are all volunteer run and without these hard 

working volunteers our sport wouldn’t exist, so thank you. A particular mention needs to 
go to the Siberian Husky Club of NSW for holding a very successful National 

Championships. 

One pleasing aspect of this season were the number of clubs being proactive and trying 

new things to help races happen in the best conditions possible. This will continue to be 
a challenge for clubs, as it seems our winters seem to keep arriving later. Well done 
also, to everyone who got out on the trails with their dogs and enjoyed our wonderful 

sport. 

 

Thank you to our outgoing committee members, its been a pleasure working with all of 
you. Welcome aboard to our new committee members, I look forward to the year ahead. 

We’ve got some work ahead of us, but with the group assembled I have every faith that 
we’ll be able to continue the growth and development of the sport into the future. 

 

Sean Hennessy 

2019 ASSA Vice President
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4.4 Treasurers Report 
Financial Summary – Financial Year 2018/19 (May 1, 2018 to April 30, 2019) 
 
Points to note: 

• Individual memberships down on previous year by approx. 25% 
• Affiliations down by 10%. 
• Insurance costs increased by approx. 40% on previous year. 

• DID participants down, only 3 compared to 5 the previous year.  Given there were 
zero IFSS World Cup races held, this is not surprising.  ASSA & IFSS definitely have 

some work to do in this regard in order to gain value for money from our IFSS 
membership. 

• Old Commonwealth account still remains open due to lower fees on international 
transfers for IFSS payments.  Bendigo Bank is our main account. 

• Eureka Teleconferencing costs up 50% due to additional conference with NZ re OCD 
position.  Committee agreed to have NZ pay for the next one.  Would also suggest 

looking into holding conferences and AGM via Discord in the future as this gives 
same result but is free.  All ASSA committee meetings are successfully held via 

Discord. 
• Net Loss of $258.67. 

Income   

   
Memberships  $148.50 

Affiliations  $4,525.00 

IFSS DID Numbers  $150.00 

Merchandise  $0.00 

Titles  $90.00 

Other Income  $0.00 

Interest Received  $55.48 
   

Total Income   $4,968.98 

 

Expenses        
Sponsorship  $2,175.80  
IFSS Affiliation & DID Numbers  $741.91  
Eureka Phone Conferencing  $307.71  
Insurance  $1,778.55  
Dept. of Fair Trading - Annual Return  $0.00  
Bank Fees  $96.70  
Other Expenses  $126.98  
    

Total Expenses   $5,227.65   
    
Net Profit/(Loss)   $258.67   
    

 
Cash On Hand – April 30, 2019 
 

      Bendigo Bank Account  $7,138.09 

      CBA Bank Account  $555.06 

      Undeposited Funds  $0.00 
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4.5 ACT report  

No New members and no races 

 

4.6 NSW report 
 

SHCNSW had the pleasure of hosting the 2019 ASSA Nationals. It’s been 7 years since 
Nationals were held NSW. 

Even though SHCNSW is a breed club and not a dedicated sledding club the members were 
very excited to have the opportunity to hold the Nationals. 
A dedicated Nationals committee was formed assigning people to dedicated tasks. The 

committee met throughout the year to discuss the organisation of the Nationals and where 
were up to and if anyone had any problems. The committee were a wonderful bunch of 

people to work with, being very productive and organised, nothing was a problem. 
I would like to thank the Australian sledding community for all the track 

prep/bunting/scrapping/digging during the days leading up to the race. I have never seen 
the tracks in Wingello look so awesome. 

Unfortunately, the weather wasn’t kind for heat 2 on Sunday and the tracks had to be 
shortened to get all the heats in. 

I was proud to be part of the SHCNSW Nationals committee and it was a pleasure to work 
with them all. 

Thank you to all the competitors and handlers for participating It’s great to have the sport 
flourishing in NSW again. 

 
Donna Needham – NSW State Rep  

 

4.7 QLD Report 

N/A 

4.8 SA Report 

The season 2019 in South Australia was again another successful season with our only local 

club SASDC putting on a Training Day and 5 club races. Of these 5 club races Event One 
was an ASSA National Point score race with interstate visitors attending. Experienced 

musher Darren Scragg was the race Marshal and had only a couple of minor issues to 
adjudicate on. Race three was the well-known Trophy Race and once again the club 
selected experienced musher Michael Herbst to officiate on. Michael had a few minor 

discussions(educating) conversations that where required. This again had interstate 
mushers attendance. This race I didn’t attend unfortunately due to illness.  

SASDC has once again shown itself to be one of the best clubs in the country and continues 
to put on fantastic events. The new National Vaccination rules where well received by the 

membership and the way ASSA conducted the inspections seemed to please the mushing 
community. Unfortunately, the 2019 season was also my busiest with work, with this in 

mind, I will not stand again in 2020. I was very pleased to here that Zahra Goldsmith has 
stood and will take over this role. Zahra has held an ASSA role before, and I have worked 

with her in the past. I know she will do a great job.  

Thanks to the entire ASSA committee for your passion for the sport. We have made great 

efforts throughout the year to build bridges and work once again with AFSS. I thank all of 
you for your efforts.  

Congratulations to the ASSA 2020 committee and good luck for the season.  
Craig Heard - SA State Rep   
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4.9 Vic State Report 
 

It has overall been a successful season for Victoria. The vaccination checks conducted have 

been successful, with everyone happy to comply. Thank you to the clubs for your cooperation 
on this.  

The Classic, Goldseekers, and the Baw Baw Dog Sled Dash were all highly successful and well-
run events with great efforts made by all committees to keep things fresh, running smoothly, 

and in the spirit of healthy competition.   
It was a shame to lose the Falls Creek Classic, a highly anticipated event. It was a valuable 

asset to the racing calendar and I hope to see it return in future years.  
We are of course looking forward to an exciting Nationals in Victoria in 2020, and wish NVSDC 

and the new Vic state reps all the best for planning what I am sure will be a well-attended and 
competitive race.  

 
All the best,  

Bec Jackson – VIC State Rep 

 
 

4.10 TAS State Rep Report 

 

TASSI kicked off the year with the k9 mud run for the second year, breaking a Hundred 
entries which made the event extremely successful. We also continued to expose the sport 

to the general public by holding come and try days in Hobart, Devonport and Launceston.  
 

Our biggest promotional event of the year was Chocolate Winterfest, Latrobe which saw 
crowds of people learning about our sport and interacting with the dogs. We hope to get 

some of the interested parties up and racing with us in the new season.  
 

TASSI Held two races this year. The First event saw a low number of entries with the 
weekend split up into two separate races which ran smoothly and added another layer to 
the weekend. The Point score trialed a new site at Quercus park. The site was very 

spectator friendly with over eighty percent of the track visible from the start chute but a 
very technical track with a high number of corners. The feedback was positive with some 

ideas on how to improve next year 
 

Levi Orr - Tasmanian State Rep 
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4.11 WA State Report 
 

The Western Australian dog sledding community have had a very busy season, with two 
ASSA affiliated clubs holding a combined total of five open class races. As the rest of the 

country would agree after sharing similar experiences in 2019, the weather hasn’t always 
been favorable for running dogs. As a result, the WASSA committee made a sensible 

decision to postpone their first race and it was held successfully at a later date. A few 
changes have been made to the way races have been run in accordance with the ASSA 

race rules and one of these involved the implementation of dual starts.  
 

The feedback I have received from members regarding the dual starts has been mostly 
positive, with a few changes required in relation to increasing the length of the start chute 

due to safety concerns. Another change has been the implementation of the vaccination 
rules and subsequent checks carried out across all ASSA races. I believe this policy has 

worked well and so far, all members who have undergone the checks have been 
compliant with the rules.  
 

The WA community have been active participants in providing feedback to ASSA in a 
variety of forums this year, including; social media, at events, committee meetings and 

online surveys. Unfortunately, there were no WA mushers in attendance at the dry-land 
Nationals held in NSW but I did represent the views of the state at an ASSA meeting held 

at this event, regarding a wide range of issues. For example, I expressed that it would be 
unacceptable to WA mushers for ASSA to restrict hosting of the Nationals to a select few 

states.  
 

The social scene in Western Australia appears to be well attended and many members 
have volunteered their time to attend non-race events, such as the recent sausage sizzle 

to raise funds for WASSA and the BBQ held at Whiteman Park to discuss race rules. To 
conclude, while I am disappointed by the pointed behavior of a vocal few during my last 

year as a WA Representative I have enjoyed being able to volunteer my time to contribute 
to the sport on a National level on the ASSA committee over 5 seasons of racing. I wish 

the WA community every success they deserve in the future.  
 

Vanessa Joy – WA State Rep  
 
 

• There were 5 ASSA races held in WA, 2 of which were races 
• 4xWASSA 

• 1 x dryland 
Overall races went well, attendances were lower than the last few seasons across the 

board, and one of the biggest issues of the season was track marking errors. This is 
something both clubs are aware of and will be aiming for an improvement in 2020. 

 
Classes held were similar to previous years, with the only big change was WASSA dropping 

puppy class due to other classes that have come into the sport to try and help with getting 
through classes. 

 
Temps were a big issue again this year for some races, but this is out of anyone's control 

and unfortunate. WASSA was the main club affected due to holding 4 races but committee 
communicated well and gave plenty of notice to ensure decisions/calls were made before 

competitors travelled, and even managed to reschedule a race as well. 
 

Vaccination checks were well accepted and no complaints around this were received. Thank 
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you to Jess West and other members who assisted with this. 
 

Thank you to the clubs for their work over the season to run these races, it takes a lot of 
work to put races on and overall they were well run. 

 
Race Marshall - course to give people confidence to step into this role is needed as it can 

be a struggle to get people with experience to do this, and a lot are because they haven't 
done it before. So shadow RM's etc would be an idea to get more people to step up for this 

role. 
 

Louise Barnett – WA State Rep  

 

  5.  Special Reports  
 

5.1 IFSS Oceania CD report  

 

October 3rd  to 6th I attended an IFSS council meeting in Kiruna, Sweden which also gave a 

chance for council members to attend the Sled Dog symposium put on by the Kiruna Sled 
Dog Club, an excellent symposium with top draw keynote speakers. Minutes for the meeting 

will be out as soon as they are finalised which is happening now. Several important points 
that have come out of the meeting I will mention when the minutes are circulated.  

 
Continental Committees were a part of the discussions and these will be formalised  as we 

go forward from here, I have one confirmed name from NZ and one more person that 
expressed interest after the NZ deadline. Correspondence I have from Aus suggests you are 
questioning the value of remaining an IFSS member, while I hope you do remain I 

understand all countries have to go through that process occasionally. As long as Oceania is 
recognised it is important both NZ and  Aus are represented on the committee. With a 

budget for the committee’s going forward I would hope some good resources can be 
accessed going forward. At the symposium I spoke at length with Dr Jerry Vanek, he is keen 

and available to come and take a series of seminars next winter. Maybe this is an option the  
committee can explore to organise seminars for drivers and for vets that have an interest in 

the sport. 
 

The World Dry Land Champs are about to kick off in Nybro, keep an eye on the website  for 
results which should be uploaded quickly post racing. 

Have a good break over summer, next winter’s race season will come around very quickly 
Regards. 

Ray Holliday, CD Oceania 

 

5.2 Athletes Delegate for Oceania 

Good Afternoon all, 

Apologies for not being able to make the meeting however I am in cricket season potentially 
sweating it out in 40°C.  

As stated previously in emails the 2018/19 IFSS Athletes Commission has not been functioning. 
The 2018/19 commission started with the first ever meeting of the commission on the 29/8/18, 
issues raised were the lack of use of the commission by the IFSS, the previous lack of function 

and the general lack of guidelines for the commission from the IFSS. It is important to note that 
no follow up meeting has been held.  

As it currently stands the Athletes Commission consists of:  
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• -  Petra Wadlund Lindh (SWE) Chairperson  
• -  Nick Weis (USA)  

• -  Alex Watkins (OCE)  

Issues arose initially on how the appointment was handled by the IFSS and the federations and 

currently there is no defined election process for the athletes commission.  

For a lengthy period of time Petra (Chair) was not engaging with the AC, a multitude of emails 

from both Nick (USA) and myself went unanswered and there was a complete lack of 
communication from the IFSS and its sub-committees. Nick voiced his concerns about finding 

out information from 3rd parties and not being able to comment on issues being raised about 
the IFSS. During this time saw Latvia raise a vote of no confidence in the IFSS committee. It is 

important to note that during this time Nick and I both were unable to get in contact with Petra 
about this issue where it went to a vote at a special meeting, we had heard that the Athletes 

Commission would be required to vote but had not been able to discuss this vote before the 
special meeting where the AC voted to keep the current IFSS committee without consultation 

with Nick or myself.  

It was after this vote that I sent out the email (dated 23/7/19) about Petra being uncontactable 

since 17/4/19. This email was sent to Helen Lundburg (IFSS President), Ray Halliday (Oceanic 
Continental Director), Nick Weis (USA AC), Petra Wadlund Lindh (AC Chairperson), Todd 

McGuire (ASSA President) and ASSA Committee.  

Since this email there has been no further communication with the IFSS Athletes Commission 
and it is not currently functioning or attempts being made by the IFSS  

Kind regards, Alex Watkins 

  6.  Election of new National Council and State Representatives  
 

6.1 Appoint scrutineer for voting counting – (non-voting/standing) 

6.2 ACT State Rep – No nominations from the meeting 

6.3 NSW State Rep – No nominations from the meeting 

6.4 QLD State Rep – Danielle Stewart nominated unopposed 

6.5 SA State Rep – Zahra Goldsmith nominated unopposed 

6.6 TAS State Rep – Levi Orr nominated unopposed 

6.7 VIC State Rep 1 – Jess Winther nominated unopposed 

6.8 VIC State Rep 2 – Lisa Bowles nominated unopposed 

6.9 WA State Rep 1 – Jess West nominated unopposed 

6.10 WA State Rep 2 – Adam West nominated unopposed 

 
  7.  Thank you to Outgoing committee and welcome to new committee  

 
…. thanked the outgoing committee for their work during the year and 
welcomed the new committee. 

8. General Business 

8.1 Pointscore Announcement 

 
9. Close of meeting. 

Meeting closed at 4.50pm 
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