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                                      Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday 24 Oct 2020 13.00h WST/ 16.00h EST 

 

Attendees: Lisa Bowles, Danielle Stewart, Zahra Goldsmith, Todd McGuire, 

Sean Hennessy, Courtney Orr, Jess West, Adam West, Louise Barnett, 

Narelle Crozier, Amy Rodgers, Emily Vourlides, Holly Haynes, Marty Cord, 

Annie Jackson, Vanessa Joy, Bec Jackson, Anna Myers, Cate McNamara, 

Steven Roberts 

 

1. Opening of Meeting                                       

4.03pm AEDST 

 

2. Apologies                                       

Kirsten Morton, Levi Orr 

 

3. Confirmation of previous minutes                                       

The Minutes of the last AGM held on 26/10/2019 was accepted with no 

amendments. Acceptance of minutes proposed by Lisa Bowles and seconded by 

Jess West. 

 

4. Reports                                       

4.1 President’s report 

Well 2020, what a year it’s been! I didn’t picture my first year as ASSA president 

playing out the way this year has, and I certainly didn’t think that I would need 

to make decisions that effectively cancelled the whole season! That being said, I 

don’t think most people foresaw Covid-19 and the impact it would have 

worldwide this year, so maybe I won’t take responsibility for all of it. 

On that note, I would like to congratulate all our clubs for their professional 

conduct this year. All clubs were forced to make some tough decisions and for 

those who were lucky enough to hold some events, major changes were needed 

to provide a safe environment. Likewise, thank you to all our mushers for their 

patience and understanding through this difficult period.  
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Despite the lack of racing and the challenges this year has presented, the 

committee has still been hard at work. After taking onboard feedback from our 

members, I committed to full and thorough reviews of both our constitution and 

our race rules. I would like to personally thank Todd McGuire for his hard work in 

bringing the new constitution together in the lead up to the special general 

meeting that was held in February. Thank you also to everyone who completed 

the member survey at the end of last year and to everyone who submitted 

motions to be added to the update, this enabled us to put together a document 

that accurately describes the way an organisation like ASSA needs to run. The 

new constitution was accepted at the SGM and was subsequently approved by 

NSW fair trading. 

The update to the ASSA race rules was by far the biggest task undertaken this 

year and more than once I questioned my sanity in taking on this task. It 

consumed my life and I know that my family was happy once it was complete. To 

be very clear, this was a task that would have been close to impossible on your 

own so a huge thank you to the Subcommittee that stepped up to assist. The 

subcommittee was comprised of Danielle Stewart, Jess West, Lisa Bowles, 

Dianne Baker, Nathan McNee and myself – thanks guys, there is no way I could 

have done it without you. One key thing I wanted for this process was extensive 

consultation with our clubs and members, thank you to everyone who contacted 

us, sent us feedback and attended our rules discussion following the SGM. The 

end result of this process was a document that is much easier to read and 

understand, with much more relevance to racing in Australian conditions. 

Looking forward, I hope to keep this level of consultation with everyone. I think 

it is essential for a member-based organisation to take on board the thoughts of 

all members and clubs. I will endeavour to keep the lines of communication open 

between the committee and all members. 

Towards the end of this committees term we, in conjunction with the New 

Zealand Federation of Sleddog sports called for expressions of interest for the 

role of IFSS Oceania Continental Director. On top of this we were seeking 

interested people to represent Australia on the newly formed IFSS Oceania 

Continental committee. Following an interview process that involved a panel with 

representatives from both the ASSA and NZFSS committees, I’m pleased to 

announce that Alex Watkins of Western Australia was the successful applicant. 

Alex will become the Oceanic Continental Director following the IFSS General 

Assembly, which is due to be held next month. Thank you to Ray Holliday for all 

your hard work as continental director for the last two years and best of luck to 

Alex for the next two.  

The Continental committees are a new initiative of the IFSS, I believe this 

committee will enable better communication between ASSA, our clubs, members 

and the IFSS. Hopefully this, along with the potential of a new IFSS council 

following the GA will help our voice be heard more clearly by the IFSS. Along 

with Alex, who will chair this committee, Australia will be represented by Danielle 

Stewart. New Zealand will also have two representatives. If you have any IFSS 

related questions, feel free to reach out to them or contact us and we can put 

you in touch. 
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Welcome aboard to our new committee members, I look forward to working with 

you. A big thank you to our outgoing committee members, I really appreciate all 

your hard work. In particular I’d like to thank Todd McGuire. Todd is standing 

down after several years on the ASSA committee, almost all those years spent in 

executive roles. Todd has been a great support and sounding board for me as I 

stepped up to president – thanks mate. 

I think that is enough of my drivel, so here’s hoping that 2021 is a better year 

than 2020. I hope to see you all out on the trails next year.  

Sean Hennessy - 2020 ASSA President 

 

4.2 Secretary’s Report 

Thanks everyone for joining us today. What a crazy year this has been. I hope all 

our members and their families have been staying safe and coping with the new 

normal we have had to adjust to.  

Our race season was very different this year but behind the scenes ASSA kept on 

working and started the year by taking on the huge task of rewriting our rules. I 

would like to thank everyone who submitted changes and joined discussions but 

especially the subcommittee who spent so much of their time working on the 

wording and layout. We have received such positive feedback about how much 

easier they are to read now so we hope next year all the states will get to use 

them.  

It’s great to see that even with the National point score cancelled and the whole 

season up in the air that so many still renewed memberships with their clubs and 

also quite a few new members still joining clubs this season. Well done to the 

clubs who could host events this season and how well they adjusted and worked 

with the government requirements around covid-19.  

Let’s all have a great summer and stay safe and hope that next year we may be 

able to all get back to racing and getting out on those trails with our best friends.  

Courtney Orr – 2020 ASSA Secretary 

 

4.3 Treasurer’s Report  

Income 

• Memberships & Affiliations: 

o On the report the amount received is still strong even given the 

year the sport has had. 

 Clubs who have paid affiliation fees for the 2020 season and 

have been severely impacted have been contacted in regard 

to credits towards 2021 affiliations.  

 Clubs who were still able to provide a reasonably normal 

season will not receive a credit as insurance was used 
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Expenses: 

• Quite a few of the 2019 costs occurred just after the AGM, so these are in 

this year’s financials and marked accordingly. 

• In terms of 2020 expenses: 

o Insurance – this increased by about 6.5% from 2019 to 2020. This 

is on par by what a lot of business insurance costs increased by. 

But also ASSA is limited to who will cover our sport so we don’t 

have a huge flexibility around this. The Committee did request a 

reduction but this was not possible. 

o IFSS costs are down as we did not have any DID numbers for 2020. 

The Committee did request a reduction/credit due to the majority of 

Australia being unable to actually hold a season, but this was not 

approved by IFSS. 

o Sponsorship relates predominantly to the 2019 season as the 2020 

events did not occur.  

o Phone conferencing costs have increased and relates to the length 

of time the AGM actually goes for, so this cost will vary on a yearly 

basis. 

General Points: 

• The club holds two bank accounts: 

o Bendigo Bank – is our everyday normal trading account 

o Commonwealth Bank – provides cheaper fees & charges in relation 

to international payments, and is only used for this purpose. 

Overall ASSA is financially in a similar position to the end of 2019. Given the 

year this is a good result but 2021 could prove challenging with cash flow when 

there is reduced affiliation income (after credits) but still the same insurance 

costs to be paid. 

Louise Barnett – 2020 ASSA Treasurer  

 

4.4 Vice President’s Report  

What an interesting year it’s been, I can honestly say the 2020 committee has 

been the hardest working team I have been involved with over my last 6 years 

on the ASSA committee, and that’s without a proper race season to preside 

over. I would like to thank the whole committee for their hard work and 

commitment over the past year, you have all been great to work with. 

We started our term with the full review and re-write of the ASSA Constitution, 

following feedback from the general membership in 2019. The aim was to bring 

it up to date and make it fairer, ensuring that all states & clubs have equal 

representation. This culminated with the draft constitution being voted in at a 

special general meeting, and short while later being approved by the NSW Dept 

of Fair Trading. A big thank you to all who contributed throughout the process 

and to the committee for checking & proofing numerous drafts. 

The SGM was followed by our second annual race rules discussion with 
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members, and once again it was a huge success with lots of friendly discussion 

and positive feedback. This was a crucial step in the annual race rules review 

process, especially this year with the forming of a sub-committee to review and 

re-write the rules in full. I know the length, repetition and poor English of the old 

rules were a point of contention for many years, but this was no small task and 

the sub-committee did an amazing job. The amount of work this volunteer 

committee put in was massive and every single member should thank them, 

without them these new concise rules would never have come to fruition. A huge 

thanks to Danielle, Sean, Jess, Lisa, Di and Nathan! 

While it was a change to have a season without a national point score or national 

championship, we are thankful that some clubs were able to host events, even if 

they were a bit different to normal. We hope that we see a return to the new 

normal over the summer and holiday season and 2021 see’s borders open and a 

full race season return. Take care and stay safe and I look forward to catching 

up with everyone at the 2021 Nationals. 

Todd McGuire - 2020 Vice President 

 

4.5 QLD State Rep Report 

SDRQ successfully held 4 official races, including the Red Mile Muster, and 1 

relay fundraiser under COVID conditions. There were heaps of new faces at 

club events as well, which is impressive considering the disruptions to normal 

events early in the year. SDRQ are also partway through a canicross specific 4 

weekend long boot camp.  

NEGRC decided early not to hold races for 2020 due to COVID and opted for a 

series of training weekends and social events instead. Much fun was had by all 

including planning for a bigger than ever 2021 racing season.  

Danielle Stewart – 2020 ASSA QLD State Rep 

 

4.6 SA State Rep Report 

Throughout 2020, the spread of the COVID-19 Pandemic made it challenging for 

both local and interstate clubs to hold any races, training days, fundraising, or 

weight pull events.  

The South Australian Sleddog Club was able to host two races in August at the 

tail end of restrictions easing, using a COVID-Safe Plan drafted up with Forestry 

SA’s approval. They also hosted one weight pull event during September. Wild 

Dog Mushers Association was expected to return with a new committee and host 

the annual Derby in July, but was unable to do so due to pandemic restrictions.  

The ASSA Rules Sub Committee made headway in overhauling and streamlining 

the ASSA Race Rules this year, making contact through the use of state 

representatives, email, and an SGM for members and affiliated clubs to consult 

on their preferred options. Numerous members from SASDC have dialed in and 
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raised their concerns, which helped to better shape ASSA’s final rules.  

I would like to thank the SASDC Committee and members for their input and 

correspondence between ASSA during this time, but also with Wild Dog Mushers 

when organising alternating race dates earlier on before the season was 

essentially cancelled. 

Zahra Goldsmith – 2020 ASSA SA State Rep 

 

4.7 TAS State Rep Report 

TASSI started the year with a strong committee and lots of plans for the season.  

Our K9 Mud run that opens our season in March had to be postponed the week of 

due to covid-19 and the rest of our season was cancelled not long after.  

We were lucky to not have restrictions on exercising our dogs so a lot of the 

TASSI members done extra training and work with our dogs and kept in touch 

virtually which became the new normal.  

We have finally been able to reschedule our K9 Mud run and we are currently on 

site setting up for tomorrow so at least that will be one event we got at the end 

of the season.  

We are really hoping next season we can get back to holding some events and 

building the sport in Tasmania.  

Levi Orr – 2020 ASSA Tas State Rep 

 

4.8 VIC State Rep Report 

This time last year I was looking forward to a term of working with a great 

committee, out racing our dogs both here and interstate as the Victorian 

Representative for ASSA.  

Unfortunately due to the COVID-19 pandemic all official races for clubs had to be 

cancelled in Victoria with most people in lockdown and forests closed to the public. 

There was still work to be done though. 

A revision of the lengthy ASSA rule book was undertaken in December 2019 where 

I was lucky enough to be on the subcommittee to carry out this task. It was 

completed in February 2020 ready for the 2020 race season. If you haven’t seen 

the much shorter and more applicable race rules they can be downloaded from the 

ASSA website. 

With restrictions easing towards the end of winter, a few clubs interstate got to 

have a few races much to the jealousy of us Victorians. We wish them well though 

and hope they all had fun. 

I have elected for a second term as the Victorian Representative in 2021 in hoping 

I will get the chance to do more for the sport I have come to thoroughly enjoy. If 

I am unsuccessful though I wish the new Victorian representative all the best in 
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the coming season and hope we can all be out with our dogs where we belong 

come winter 2021.  

Lisa Bowles – 2020 ASSA VIC State Rep  

 

4.9 WA State Rep Report 

WA was lucky this year was able to hold 3 races; Jarrahwood Jaunt, Muckin 

Mayhem and Grimwade Crusade. WA also raced their first bikejoring and 

canicross only event. This race was a single heat with two different distances, 

4.5km n 2.5km for both bike and canicross. 

Jess West - 2020 ASSA WA State Rep 

 

   5.  Special Reports                                                                                 

5.1 IFSS Oceania CD report 

Most of the recent IFSS activity will have been conveyed to ASSA and NZFSS via 

council newsletters however a couple of points for you to note: 

- The delayed General Assembly will take place via a Zoom/Skype meeting 

most likely based out of Sweden (around 21-23 Nov), members will in due 

course receive notification of times and required login details. All financial 

members will have the opportunity to participate in the GA via this means. 

Full details will be forwarded once everything is finalised. 

- Council normally hold several face to face meetings, before and after the GA. 

A number of council members have indicated travel difficulties due to coved 

restrictions may preclude them from attending. It remains to be seen if a 

quorum can be attained. Hopefully this will not hinder the holding of the GA. 

- With the GA scheduled, election of Continental Directors has been taking 

place. There will be several new faces on council with Oceania having a new 

CD, Europe getting a new CD and quite possibly North America. Morten the 

treasurer is also wanting to stand down. With all this happening there will be 

a lot of changes. 

- IFSS and ESDRA have had an ongoing co-operation agreement, sadly this has 

pretty much dis-integrated and each are going their own way. I believe both 

parties will have some pretty rocky days ahead and may cause financial 

pressure on both also. 

- Progress is still being made on the attempt at IOC recognition for IFSS and 

sled-dog sports. 

Covid19 has caused massive disruption worldwide and with this new wave 

appearing in the northern quarters it may well disrupt the northern winter race 

season which is kicking into gear. Down here in Oceania I think both NZ and 

Australia are in a good space right now and if both countries can keep up the 

good work we may see a relatively straight forward race season again next year. 
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This year we had funding approved and arrangements well underway to hold a 

series of Race Judge Seminars to try and get some more much needed IFSS 

qualified race judges. For both countries it will be very beneficial if these can be 

re-instigated as soon as travel restrictions allow; re-approval of funding will be 

needed but IFSS is keen to grow the relationship in the southern hemisphere so 

hopefully the new funding will be a matter of rubber stamping. 

I had also spoken with Jerry Vanek, a top vet who also does a lot of research 

with working dogs. He has expressed a keenness to come down and do some 

educational seminars for drivers and would also be good to do a couple of 

seminars with vets if there was enough interest from our local vets down-under. 

Very much a work in progress but would be well worth further work. 

The GA is only a month away so obviously I will be standing aside, I wish ASSA 

and NZFSS well and trust Alex will do a good job for you 

 

Ray Holliday- 2020 IFSS Director: Oceania 

 

   6.  Election of new National Council and State Representatives          

6.1 Returning officer  

Anna Myers is acting as the returning officer for the 2021 committee 

nominations.  

- President - Sean Hennessy nominated unopposed 

- Vice President - Danielle Stewart nominated unopposed 

- Secretary - Courtney Orr nominated unopposed 

- QLD State Rep – Holly Haynes nominated unopposed 

- SA State Rep – Zahra Goldsmith nominated unopposed 

- TAS State Rep – Levi Orr nominated unopposed 

- WA State Rep – Jess West nominated unopposed 

6.2 Nominations taken from the floor or vacant positions 

- Treasurer – Lisa Bowles nominated from the floor, seconded by Courtney 

Orr.  

- ACT State Rep – No nominations from the meeting, remains vacant. 

- NSW State Rep – No nominations from the meeting, remains vacant. 

6.3 Voting for other positions 

- VIC State Rep – Cate McNamara nominated via postal votes.  

 

   7.  Thank you to Outgoing committee and welcome to new committee  
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Sean Henessey thanked Todd, Louise and Adam for their work during the year 

and welcomed Holly and Cate for accepting new committee positions. 

   8.  General Business  

8.1 Nationals  

Sean Henessey explained that at this stage, NVSDC will be hosting the 2021 

Nationals. Clubs should plan as if the race will be held as per normal and if 

continued COVID-19 restrictions are in place closer to the date ASSA will 

reassess the situation. This will be the same for the National Point-score. It 

should be noted that if restrictions are in place then the National race and Point-

score will be postponed further as to not disadvantage States under travel 

restrictions etc.  

8.2 Covid-19 update 

Each State should continue to maintain their own State Governments COVID-19 

rules and regulations when planning and holding events.  

 

   9.  Close Meeting  

4.33pm AEDST 
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