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Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday 30 Oct 2021 

13.00h WST/ 16.00h EST 
 

Attendees: 

Courtney Orr 

Sean Hennessy  

Holly Haynes 

Jamelia Bramwell  
   Zahra Goldsmith                       Lisa Bowles 

Danielle Stewart 
Anna Myers 
Levi Orr 
Renee Hennessy 
Emily Vourlides 
Jess West 
Narelle Crozier 
Adam West 
Cate Macnamarra 

 

    Amy Rodgers 
    Steve Roberts 
    Todd Mcguire 
    Vanessa Joy 
    Annie Jackson 
    Bec Jackson 
    Nerrida Powell  
    Brad Powell  
 

  1.  Opening of Meeting  
 

           Meeting opened at 4.03PM AEDST 

 
  2.  Apologies:           

  Louise Barnett  

 
  3.  Confirmation of previous minutes  

  The Minutes of the last AGM held on 24/10/2020 was accepted with no amendments.    
Acceptance of minutes proposed by Danielle Stewart and seconded by Todd McGuire. 

 
  4.  Reports  

4.1 President’s report  

2021, a year that started with so much promise but soon reverted to a familiar sense of 

disappointment. It has been a year marked by covid once again, with all the trimmings 
of lock downs, travel restrictions, cancelled events and a far from normal year for many 

of us.  

Despite this, 2021 has still had many positives when viewed through the lens of sled 

dog racing in Australia. Clubs in all states were able to run events, all be it in a slightly 
different form to a normal year. With the exception of Victoria, all states were able to 

hold at least one ASSA Pointscore race. This included the pleasing return of a second 
Pointscore race in NSW, hosted by NSW Siberian Express. This year also marked the 

return of IFSS World Cup racing to Australia, with a strong turnout of DID accredited 
mushers even though Covid curtailed the number of events that were able to go ahead. 

This little taste of what the year could be gives us all a lot to look forward to for next 
season.  

One very important job that has been undertaken is to give additional support to our 

junior mushers by strengthening the junior development program, this builds on the 
great work done by past ASSA committees. An important part of this was appointing a  
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Junior Development Program Coordinator. Emma Jane Smith from Queensland has 
been fantastic in this role, with her support and guidance we have seen good numbers 

of junior mushers across the country along with receiving the highest number of 
completed junior logbooks that we have seen for a few years. Thank you for your hard 

work, Emma, you have been a pleasure to work with.  

Following on from the success of the changes with the junior program, we have started 

down the path of offering similar support to novice mushers. This is still a work in 
progress, but over the coming year we will continue to push forward with supporting 

our junior and novice members. They are the future of our sport and any help we can 
offer there will only benefit us all.  

Another positive for sled dog racing in Australia is the inception of the IFSS Oceania 
Continental Committee. Having boots on the ground here, offering support to clubs is 

invaluable and certainly this is linked to the number of World Cup events that were 
planned for this year. Another big change from an IFSS point of view was establishing 

an effective line of communication between the ASSA committee and the IFSS council. 
This led to some very productive discussions about Australian conditions, race rules and 

sport development. In June we held a meeting between key members of the ASSA 
committee, the NZFSS committee and Hernan Maquieira, the IFSS VP of Development. 

We haven’t yet seen the full result of this meeting, but there are some very promising 
things on the horizon.  

A key to the success of negotiations between the IFSS and Oceania is the ongoing 
strong relationship between ASSA and the NZFSS. I have been in regular contact the 
NZFSS president, Stephen Potter, throughout the year. This relationship allows us to 

present a united front and argue for our common interests.  

Through all this, the committee has been hard at work developing policies and 

procedures behind the scenes. The vision for ASSA is to improve continuity through 
changing committees, to make more consistent and transparent decisions and give 

clarity to all clubs, RGOs and members. There has been a lot of progress on this front 
over the last few years, but there is still a lot to achieve. I hope that when my time on 

the ASSA Committee is done, I can leave it in a better position than I found it.  

2021 has been a challenging year for me personally. Moving into our new home, big 

changes in my professional life along with the same challenges that everyone faces day 
to day. I would like to personally thank everyone on the ASSA committee for their 

unwavering support and tireless work. In particular I would like to acknowledge Jess 
West and Cate Macnamara who are both stepping down from the committee this year. 

You have both been excellent contributors to ASSA and your presence will be missed. 
To the 2022 Committee, welcome and I’m looking forward to working with you all. Like 

most of you, I have everything crossed that 2022 can be a year closer to what we know 
as normal. Whilst I’ve been lucky here in SA, with no problems training dogs and 

effectively a full season of races on offer, I’ve missed travelling and seeing the many 
friendly faces from around Australia. I hope you all enjoy your summer break and I 
look forward see you all out there next year.  

Sean Hennessy  

ASSA President  
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4.2 Secretary’s report 

 

Thankyou everyone who has joined us today. Im going to keep it nice and short this 
year,  
We have had another year of lockdowns and event cancellations but I am so glad that 

some of our clubs/Rgo’s have been able to go ahead and that so many of our members 
have been able to attend these events.  

 
ASSA had a great year for memberships with 287 memberships active with 33 of them 

being new members to our clubs across the country.  
 

Thankyou to all our ASSA committee members for a great year we got a lot done.   
To our club secretaries across Australia thank you for being so fantastic at quick 

responses to me and keeping membership lists coming in with updates all season.  
 

Let’s hope next year we can all travel and attend all the events we love across the 
country.  

I hope everyone has a great off season and stays safe.  
 

Courtney Orr – ASSA Secretary 
 

 

4.3 Vice Presidents Report 

 

Well what a mixed bag of a year! A feel like a bit of everything happened, some good, 

some bad, some clubs were largely unaffected by COVID, others completely 

hamstrung. But we all tried to make the most of it and I know we all have our fingers 

crossed for 2022 to go as planned as we are all itching to travel and spend some 

quality time in the forest with our sledding friends.  

This year my focus was to try and bed down some procedural things behind the scenes 

within ASSA, and we have made good progress. A variety of guidance documents will 

be released to members for comment next year to help clarify some of the trickier parts 

of our sport to navigate, as well as formalise some processes to allow for consistency 

throughout and between racing seasons.  

We have also been trying to think of better ways to grow the sport and engage with 

juniors and novice mushers, something we will be hoping to build on for seasons to 

come. We launched dedicated social media pages for junior mushers and newbies in 

hopes of providing an inviting place to offer advice, explain the rules, and share 

pictures and stories from a weekend on the trails. Over the summer a few of us will be 

having some brainstorming sessions to think of ways to further engage with these 

important members of the Sleddog community, and those that aren’t yet part of the 

sport but might want to be. If anyone has any cracker ideas clanging around their 

head, please hit me up! 

This was also my first year heavily liaising with the IFSS as an Oceania Representative. 

This can be a challenging space at times, both logistically and mentally, but I do feel 

like 2021 was a positive one between ASSA and the IFSS and just the start of great 

things to come. Excitingly we had both IFSS World Cup events and mushers with IFSS 

DID numbers this year, something I am keen to keep going in 2022.  
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I would like to give a shout out to all the ASSA Committee for putting in the time to 

keep things turning this year. I know meetings and all the other work involved in being 

on the committee takes you away from your dogs and your family, so thank you. And a 

double thumbs up to our President Sean, always there, always trying his best to do the 

right thing, and just an all-round top bloke       

Ok, enough rambling from me. Thank you all, I love this sport and without us all 

playing our parts it couldn’t happen. I am crossing literally everything for a COVID 

upset free year in 2022 as I have already organised for basically all of winter off work 

so hopefully, we will be seeing you all soon!  

 

Danielle Stewart 

ASSA Vice President 

IFSS Oceania Representative 

 

4.4 Treasurers Report 
 

Income 
Regarding memberships and affiliations, COVID has still managed to affect the income 

of ASSA. Some club affiliation fees were carried over from 2020, if the club had been 
severely affected by COVID, and others who were active in 2020 have paid for the 

current year as per normal.  
Expenses 

The usual start of year expenses occurred, including Petplan insurance and IFSS 
affiliation. A notable variation in costs form pervious years is the payment of the 2020 

AGM and special rules review teleconference expenses.  
Teleconference fees are determined by the length of the conference and last years 

combined AGM and special meeting was a mammoth one so higher than normal fees 
applied. 

A detailed report of all ASSA finances will be made available to all members in the final 
AGM minutes.  

General Points 
The club still holds two bank accounts: 

- Bendigo Bank: An everyday trading account for ASSA 
- Commonwealth Bank: Used solely for international payments as the fees and 

charges are substantially cheaper.  
However, the IFSS is largely moving to PayPal as a means of payment so ASSA will be 

moving to this format in future years and closing off the Commonwealth Bank.  
 
Overall ASSA finances are in relatively good condition and are ready to facilitate a 

cracking 2022 season. 

 

Lisa Bowles  

ASSA Treasurer
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4.5 ACT report  

No State Rep for ACT in 2021 
4.6 NSW report 

No State Rep for ACT in 2021 

 

4.7 QLD Report 
My first year being a state representative has been a great one, it’s been a pleasure 

representing both SDRQ and NEGRC in 2021. We have had quite a good year all 
things considered. 

 
SDRQ managed to put together 5 club races including their national Pointscore ‘Red 

Mile Muster’ which we were lucky enough to host as the only WC race this year before 
COVID stepped in. I hope next year has better success for WC races throughout 

Australia. SDRQ were also able to effectuate 3 pre-season expo’s, a MTB skills course, 
combined relay race with NEGRC and closed the season with their ‘Tails & Trails’ 

event. 
 
NEGRC kicked the season off with their annual Easter camping weekend. They were 

able to host 4 club races on some exciting tracks but unfortunately their national 
Pointscore was thwarted once again by COVID. They successfully held two pre-season 

‘come and try’ days in the forestry and closed the season with the combined club relay 
race. We are totally looking forward to the highly anticipated 2022 nationals which 

NEGRC will hold at their Tenterfield location. With not having a ‘normal’ nationals two 
years in a row I am expecting a massive turnout. These trails are fast and 

challenging, you won’t want to  
miss this one.   

 
We saw many new faces in QLD again this year, with a lot of new members showing a 

strong commitment throughout the season. Hoping this trend stays on the rise. 
 

I want to thank the ASSA committee for their support to me this year. Hopefully next 
year interstate travel is back on and I’ll see you all on the trails. 

 
Holly Haynes  

QLD State Rep  
 

4.8 SA Report 
 

South Australia had a great year of sledding with 6 races, and seeing the return of the 
Wild Dog Derby. Some of our mushers were able to travel interstate before the NSW 

COVID wave took hold and represent us with a full circuit of East Coast races.  
 

There have been a number of new faces joining despite the unstable climate and will 
be returning for next season. It has been great to see South Australia pull together 

this year, and also the club committees working together to make each event a 
success. 
 

We hope the borders are open and a COVID normal life can see the interstate races 
garner more attendance for 2022.   

 
Zahra Goldsmith 

SA State Representative
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4.9 Vic State Report 
 
After a disappointing 2020 season for Victoria, our members were very keen to get 

out for a 2021 season.  However, despite all actions of crossing fingers, touching 
wood and four-leaf clovers, sadly for our ASSA affiliated clubs all races were cancelled 

due to stay at home orders.   
  

However, the Siberian Husky Club of Victoria managed three out of their five club 
races and the Alaskan Malamute Club of Victoria also managed a couple of races.  

Goldseekers celebrated their 20th Anniversary with a successful race weekend despite 
missing the interstate contingent.  

  
The Siberian Husky Club of Victoria also hosted for the 2nd year the Iron Paws Down 

Under Virtual Sled Dog Race that had participants from all over Australia and saved 
many a lockdown Victorian’s and their dogs sanity. 

  
It has been a pleasure to work with the 2021 ASSA committee, who are dedicated and 

passionate about our sport in Australia and I wish the 2022 committee all the best 
moving our sport forward. 
 

Cate Macnamara  
VIC State Rep  

 
 

4.10 TAS State Rep Report 

 
TASSI Held two races this year.  

 
The First event saw was held at rivers edge campground in southern Tasmania on 

lovely forest trails and was a fantastic weekend to be back on the trails together after 
a cancelled season last year.  

 
Our second race the ASSA Point score held at Quercus park had the second day 

cancelled due to extreme weather conditions. It was an extremely technical track with 
lots of corners but the one heat was enjoyed by all with some great sportsmanship 
happening and everyone getting in to help handle teams and time the classes.  

 
We were due to have our annual K9 Mud Run next weekend but due to the lack of 

interest this year. This is really disappointing for us as it’s been a huge event the past 
couple of years.  

 

Levi Orr  

Tasmanian State Rep
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4.11 WA State Report 
Western Australia has been very lucky this year as we managed to get 6 races and 2 

bike and cani only event this season.  
 

We had 30 new mushers come to our beginner’s weekend to learn all about dog 
sledding. 18 of the 30 signed up to be member’s and race with us.   

 
Wassa bike and cani only events have grow this season with about 35 entry’s at each 

race. Not a bad way to start and finish the season.  
 

It was great to get back to Dryland race this year after COVID cancelling the race last 
year. Everyone did miss running some great fun tracks and catching up with more of 

our mushing community. 
  

Jess West 
WA state rep 

 

 

 

  5.  Special Reports  
 

5.1 IFSS Oceania CD report  

No report received. 

 
  6.  Voting on Motion   

  

6.1 Bikejoring Temperatures 
Motion passed to change Bikejoring to the same temperature rule as scooter class.  

 
  7.  Pointscore results for 2021 

Pointscore results announced and will now be posted on the Discussion page for 
everyone to see before certificates are sent out.  

  8.  Election of new National Council and State Representatives  

 

8.1. Returning Officer to act as scrutineer for voting 

8.2. Nominations taken from the floor for vacant positions. If more than one nomination  

received, position will proceed to vote by members present at meeting. 

-     ACT State Representative  

8.3. Voting for QLD State Rep. 

Anna counted votes and congratulations to Holly Haynes for QLD state rep.  

 

8.4. Returning officer read out voting results and declared positions filled. 
 

 

       President - Sean Hennessy nominated unopposed 

Secretary - Courtney Orr nominated unopposed 

Vice President - Danielle Stewart from the meeting  

Treasurer - Lisa Bowles nominated unopposed 
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ACT State Rep – No nominations from the meeting 

NSW State Rep – Job Blacker nominated unopposed 

QLD State Rep –  

SA State Rep – Zahra Goldsmith nominated unopposed 

TAS State Rep – Levi Orr nominated unopposed 

VIC State Rep – Vanessa Joy nominated unopposed  

WA State Rep – Adam West nominated unopposed 

 
  7.  Thank you to Outgoing committee and welcome to new committee  

 
Sean thanked the outgoing committee for their work during the year and 
welcomed the new committee. 
 
8. General Business 

 

  

 
9. Close of meeting. 

Meeting closed at 4.48PM AEDST 
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