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Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Sunday 13th February 2022 

15.00h WST/ 18.00h EST 
 

Committee:   
Sean Hennessy (SH) 

Danielle Stewart (DS) 

Levi Orr (LO) 

Zahra Goldsmith (ZG) 

Vanessa Joy (VJ) 

Job Blacker (JB) 
Courtney Orr (CO) Holly Haynes (HH) Adam West (AW) 

Lisa Bowles (LB)   

 

1. Apologies /Member attendees 

Job Blacker 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

• The Minutes of the last NC Meeting were accepted as true and correct 

by Danielle Stewart and seconded by Lisa Bowles.   
 

3. Correspondence 

Incoming 
- ASSA Pointscore race dates from SDRQ, NEGRC,  

- WASSA Affiliation,  
- IFSS General Assembly 2022  

- ASSA logo request from SDRQ 
- WASSA contact details update  
- Rules review submission Vanessa Joy  

- WASSA membership list  
- WASSA reply regarding ASSA/club meeting  

 
Outgoing 

- IFSS race rules proposal  
- Insurance sent to WASSA, WD, NEGRC, SDRQ 

- ASSA/club meeting email to all clubs  
 

4. Financial Matters 

$9383.28 is currently in the main bank account.  
• Credits –   WD affiliation $440.00 

                Interest 33cents  

                WASSA Affiliation $860.00  
 

5. Committee Bios  

 
Zahra suggested we could put a photo together with some information on it for 

the new ASSA committee members. Need to do Vanessa, Job and Adam to post 
to facebook page.  
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6. Rules review - all suggested rule changes below  
 
6a. 1.2 delete – this information should be provided to competitors 

before entry 
not after – if there has had to be a change to what has been advertised, 

the club can notify competitors. 
 

Sean explained the reasoning for this rule.  
Discussed re wording this rule so it’s clear.  

Danielle and Vanessa will re write this rule to submit to the committee for 
approval.  

 
6b. 5.6 – amended to update the recommended vaccination timeframes 

for puppies for C3 and to include a clause allowing mushers to bring 
young puppies to races if needed – as per previous rules. 

 
Sean raised that this was something we changed with vet recommendations 
when we re worked the rules in 2019.  

 
Vanessa suggesting specific requirements could be listed as recommendations.  

 
Vanessa drafting up wording to go on the end of the current rule.  

 
6c. 6.3 delete – dogs should not be racing if they are medicated with 

drugs on the prohibited substance list full stop. 
 

Discussed the reasons why this rule was worded this way.  
Discussed if two vets are willing to allow a dog to attend and compete at an 

event who are ASSA to go against vet advice.  
 

We have had no exemption requests yet in the past two seasons.  
 

Agreed to leave the rule as it is for 2022 season and review again at the end of 
the season once we see how many exemptions we get this season.  

 
6d. 9.18 Snub line length should not be 3m minimum (too long for a 

minimum) 
 
This rule was decided by comparing with IFSS rules and discussion with multiple 

8 dog teams. 
 

Removing at least 3m long from the wording.  
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6e. 10.7 Change of wording to emphasise 
reverse order is not a go to option 

 
Discussed changing the wording to make it clear this is a last resort not just 

something clubs can do because they want to run it this way.  
 

6f. 10.10.1 Delete – this method for dual starts is too unsafe to even be 
given as an option – only 10.10.2 should be used. 

 
Discussion on how duel starts have been run at events in the past and the issues 

that were  
 

Agreed to delete 10.10.1 as it stands and keep the rest of 10.10 
 

6g. 16.7 Do we have these licences for 2022?? 
 

Agreed to push dates out due to not having a full season yet and this process is 
not yet completed ready to be shared.  

 
Changing to recommended for this season and in place for 2023. 
 

6h. Appendix A and the temperature rules/wording 
 

Discussed climates in different states and humidity. 
Viewed other countries and IFSS temperature rules but all very open.  

 
Decided to keep the rule the same for 2022. 

Danielle and Sean will discuss with clubs in their meetings and see what each 
club thinks regarding temperature rules and reading the graph.   

 
6i. Trail marking (remove word preferably and make the shapes 

compulsory to cater for colour blindness) 
 

Discussing with clubs what they currently use in ASSA/club meetings this year 
and going from there to consider if this is something that could be changed in 

the future.  
 

6j. Holding harness for 100m in Canicross starts. 
 

Discussion with clubs on other options for mass start like multiple waves or 
standard starts 30 seconds apart etc. 
 

Discussed sharing the rule on social media that harness has to be held at start of 
Canicross events in start chute. 

 
6k. Nationals dates - Standardized date later in the season. 

Discussed not being a race rule item that this is something discussed previously. 
 

Dani and Sean will bring this up with clubs and see what each clubs’ thoughts 
are on this. 
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6l. Remove the ability for a dog to run a second time in Canicross 

 
Discussed this rule and all agreed to keep it the same.  

 
Discussion on if a dog is trained to do this it can run in Canicross as a second 

event and it is the owners responsibility to be making sure dogs are fit enough 
to compete in Canicross as a second event.  

 
Agreed owners will know if individual dogs can handle this as some dogs will not 

be up to a second event. 
 

6m. Bikejoring temperatures raised as a motion and voted on at AGM.  
Voted to pass this as per the motion at AGM.  

 
6n. Brake rule - 7.3 compulsory should be one or the other not just 

compulsory back.  
 

Discussed if allowing front brakes only for bike and scooter is an option.  
Looked at IFSS, AFSS and other groups rules and discussed concerns raised 
about only having a front brake in events if needing to stop fast.   

 
Agreed as a committee to keep the rule the same.  

 
6o. 11.2.3 - greater emphasis on the rule for right of way. 

 
Looking into how we can word this in the rules to be clearer.  

 
6p. 5.9 exemptions for vaccination - amend to be inclusive of dogs 

under specific care or with vet recommendations. 
 

ASSA did discuss this with 3 different vets last year who all agreed that titre 
testing showing appropriate level still needs to be provided every 12 months for 

dogs attending events.  
 

Agreed to change the wording to immune compromised or equivalent can apply 
for exemption to be considered by ASSA.  

 

7. Other business  

 
 

 

8. Next meeting  

20th of March  
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9. Meeting Attendance  

 
  

 Nov 
2021 

 

Jan  
2022 

 

Feb 
2022 

  

April 
2022 

 

May 
2022 

  

Jun 
2022 

 

Jul 
2022 

 

Aug 
2022 

 

Sept 
2022 

Committee:           

Sean Hennessy (Chair) ✓ ✓ ✓       

 Danielle Stewart (VP) ✓ ✓ ✓       

Lisa Bowles (Treasurer) ✓ ✓ ✓       

Courtney Orr (Secretary) ✓ x ✓       

State 
Representatives: 

         

Job Blacker (NSW) ✓  x  x       

Zahra Goldsmith (SA) ✓ ✓ ✓       

Adam West (WA) ✓ x ✓       

Holly Haynes (QLD)   ✓ ✓ ✓       

Vacant (ACT) NA NA  NA       

Levi Orr (TAS) ✓  x  ✓       

Vanessa Joy (VIC) ✓ ✓ ✓       
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