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Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Sunday 19th April 2020 

16.00h WST/ 18.00h EST 
 

Committee:   
Todd McGuire (TM) 

Louise Barnett (LB) 

Levi Orr (LO) 

Zahra Goldsmith (ZG) 

Adam West (AW) 

Danielle Stewart (DS) 
Courtney Orr (CO) Lisa Bowles (LB) Jess West (JW) 

Sean Hennessy (SH)   

   

 

1. Apologies /Member attendees 

Apology - Zahra Goldsmith 

 
Member attendees - Annie Jackson, Vanessa Joy, Hayley French-Davis, Stacey 

Hughes. 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

• The Minutes of the last NC Meeting were accepted as true and correct 

by Sean Hennessy and seconded by Todd McGuire.   
 

3. Correspondence 

 
Incoming 

- Assa.dog licence renewal  

- Cancellation of season email from NEGRC 
- IFSS membership renewal  

- NVSDC email regarding affiliation 
- Mary Copper email asking for help to get into the sport in QLD.  

- Rules feedback from SASDC  
 

Outgoing 
- Final draft of rules to RGO/Clubs 

- ASSA 2020 season update 
- Request for updated member lists 

- Reply to Mary Copper 
 

4. Financial Matters 

 

• Treasurer sent update to accounts  
o $6184.00 in the bank 
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5. Rules Update 

 
5.1 Medications administered to dogs or mushers 

 
Subcommittee have softened down the drug and alcohol ruling wording.  

 
Annie rasied it is a mistake to let any drugs in our sport and that not all vets 

have the knowledge to know all the reasons the IFSS have banned these drugs 
dogs who are on drugs from the IFSS list can be run for fun but not at official 

events.  
 

Discussion around a dog with epilepsy and mixed views on if they should be an 
exception or not.  

 
Courtney raised that if we are going to have clause 6.4 that it should be raised 

to ASSA not an RGO or RM.  
 

Discussion that not all vets are trained to know how hard our sport could be on a 
dog with certain medications but the IFSS have worked with vets who specialise 

in this area.  
 
Todd read out a section from the IFSS anti-doping document from 2015 for 

dogs’ section 4.4.  
Annie brought up there are actually two lists a controlled list and a prohibited list 

with IFSS.  
 

Discussed that the prohibited list and controlled list are separate and that maybe 
it should be a hard no on the prohibited list and it should come to ASSA for the 

controlled list not an RGO or RM.  
 

Sean is going to reach out to IFSS to get some more information from them and 
their procedures. 

We will discuss this further when we have more information from IFSS.  
 

 
5.2 Three and Four dog rig class  

 
Vanessa brought up that these changes were not really discussed at the rules 

meeting or the online discussions.  
 

Vanessa believes rig classes should all have the same consistency with being 
able to start with one number less.  
 

Stacey has had feedback to SASDC that a lot of the time 3 dog teams are 
running with two dogs but 4 dog teams are training for a longer distance and 

then if they get to a race and have to run a shorter distance in the 3-dog class 
it’s a letdown if they know the 3 dogs can run the distance of the 4 dog track 

they have trained for.  
 

Sean explained clubs wanted consistency that if you had 3 dogs you should go to 
3 dog class.  
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Hayley agrees with Vanessa’s views and believes we are putting in so many 

restrictions and that there is no advantage to not letting people run 3 in 4 dog 
class. Flexibility is needed for the mushers that are running multiple classes with 

their kennels.  
 

Annie wants us to be mindful of the work that goes into training a team. Should 
be kept the same as it was with 2 dogs being able to start in 3 and 3 able to 

start in 4 dogs. As a larger kennel they want to be able to make more entries for 
the clubs not restrict the entries they can do if a dog gets injured and they can’t 

go back a class due to others in that class so not enough handlers etc. 
 

Hayley - scooter classes have an alternate option they can change to touring 
classes if they can’t keep to the distance as have to drop a dog but for rig 

classes there isn’t an alternative like touring.  
 

Sean confirmed everyone at the meetings is happy with Cani, Bike, scooter and 
6 and 8 dog class rules.  

 
Hayley and Courtney asking if someone has actually complained about the 3 and 
4 dog starting numbers.  

No direct complaints around those two classes.  
 

Sean asking if everyone is happy to take a vote for 3 and 4 dogs.  
 

Clear results on the committee vote to keep 3 and 4 dog rig class as it 
previously was with 2 the minimum for 3 dog and 3 the minimum for 4 dog.  

 
5.3 - 11.23 passing rule time.  

 
Annie feels most of the issues that happen in races that end up on race 

marshals’ desk is to do with passing. Annie would agree with keeping the longer 
time interval and distance interval as it’s not good for dogs to constantly be 

passed by the same team.  
 

Vanessa suggests any class that has a rig follows the longer time rule even if 2 
and 3 were run together.  

 
Suggestion of 4,6,8 dog having the 1 minute time and the other classes having 

30seconds.  
 
Stacey asked how often rig running people have been told no they couldn’t pass 

when communicating on the trail.  
 

Annie advised as long as there is communication on the trail its fine and she has 
never had an issue on the trail with passing.  

 
Annie feels if its shorter it gives people the thought that they can keep passing 

and the dogs don’t like that being overtaken multiple times by a team.  
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Committee voted and clear vote results to keep the times as they were in the 

old rules.  
 

 
Rule 14.2 - Vanessa brought up this rule and that ecollars should not be used in 

our sport.  
 

Danielle advised that there was nothing about e collars, haltis etc in the previous 
rules which is why we have listed them to be able to control it. This is not 

something we would approve often it would have to be proved to be needed and 
investigated.  

 
Vanessa brought up that new rules in WA are that greyhounds don’t have to 

have a muzzle and it will be happening nationwide.  
 

Adam brought up that he has deaf dogs and uses the ecollar as a means to tell 
them how to turn. 

 
Vanessa brought up that there are other ways to teach the dogs to turn and 
these should be all tried and used.  

 
Annie brought up that we are needing to think about the dogs and there welfare 

first.  
 

Vanessa believes there should be room in the rules for disability etc but not for 
the broad majority of members.  

 
Courtney reminded that as discussed at a previous committee meeting that it 

was brought up that it would be rare we would approve something but it left 
things in place for if we did need to discuss it. We would require video or photo 

proof and information on why it would be needed for the person.  
 

Stacey advises she believes the wording is clear and they have to go through 
ASSA and then the RGO for every race before it can be used.  

 
 

15.2 Courtney brought up from Vanessa and Annie’s email that she also believes 
it needs re wording to be clearer and make sense.  

Jess will look at this and reword it for review.  
 
 

Reverse order starts -  
Discussed that a lot of clubs were not aware of this not being allowed to start 

with in the old rules.  
 

Discussed that previous discussions last season was that it would be able to be 
used as a last resort which is not written in the rules.  

 
Discussed that some clubs want to be able to use it all the time. 

 
Vanessa brought up that there are more issues with reverse order. 
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Sean brought up rewording to trying to exhaust all other options first if used as 

a time saving method.  
 

Hayley brought up that she has had many dogs come across and snap at her 
dogs going past in reverse order situations and believes it should only be used if 

needed to beat temperatures.  
 

Discussed that it needs to be put on the race entry form so members know 
before entering a race so they cannot attend if not wanting to run reverse order.  

 
Sean happy to add second sentence to the wording and will re write it and send 

to committee.   
 

 
Dog drop point -  

 
Sean advised what the subcommittee discussed that if you have a safe drop 

point or a bag why should someone who has travelled across the country not be 
able to race day 2 and 3.  
 

Discussion that it needs to be announced before the start of racing by the RGO if 
there are drop points etc.  

Needs to be added to 1.2. which Danielle will update. 
 

6. Covid-19  
 
Discussed we currently have information emailed and on facebook till end of 

April but we will put out that we are indefinitely extending it but reviewing when 
new info comes available.  

 
Sean will draft up something to send to committee.  

 
7. Affiliations 
 

Discussed it being a case by case basis and hard to discuss at this point as we 
don’t know what is going to happen later in the season.  

 
Some clubs have already been using the insurance for fundraising and will use it 

for events later in the year.  
 

Will discuss later in the year when we know more.  
 
8. VIC Ribbons 
 

Sean spoke with Jess who has advised all were sent.  
 

Discussion to reach out to those who haven’t received them to confirm and then 
we will look at if we need to order new ones or what to do. 
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9. Other business  

 
IFSS - affiliation has been paid but will be discussing with IFSS if our season 

doesn’t go ahead if it will roll over or what we can do.  
 

10. Next meeting  

 
17th May - 6pm AEST 

 

11. Meeting Attendance  

 
  

10 
Nov 
2019 

 

12 
Jan 

2020 

 

Feb 
2020 

  

Mar 
2020 

  

April 
2020 

 

May 
2020 

  

Jun 
2020 

 

Jul 
2020 

 

Aug 
2020 

 

Sept 
2020 

Committee:           

Sean Hennessy (Chair) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Todd McGuire (VP) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Louise Barnett (Treasurer) ✓ x ✓ ✓ ✓     

Courtney Orr (Secretary) ✓ x ✓ ✓ ✓     

State 
Representatives: 

         

Vacant (NSW) NA NA NA NA NA     

Zahra Goldsmith (SA) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ x     

Jess West (WA1) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Danielle Stewart (QLD)   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Adam West (WA2) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Vacant  (ACT) NA NA NA NA NA     

Levi Orr (TAS) ✓   x ✓ ✓ ✓     

Lisa Bowles (VIC1) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Jess Winther (VIC2) ✓ ✓ x NA NA     
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