
 

 
Page 1 of 5 

 
Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Sunday 20th March 2022 

15.00h WST/ 18.00h EST 
 

Committee:   
Sean Hennessy (SH) 

Danielle Stewart (DS) 

Levi Orr (LO) 

Zahra Goldsmith (ZG) 

Vanessa Joy (VJ) 

Job Blacker (JB) 
Courtney Orr (CO) Holly Haynes (HH) Adam West (AW) 

Lisa Bowles (LB)   

 

1. Apologies /Member attendees 

Jonathan Toquero WA, Emma Smith QLD 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

• The Minutes of the last NC Meeting were accepted as true and correct 

by Danielle Stewart and seconded by Lisa Bowles.   
 

3. Correspondence 

Incoming 
- NVSDC Affiliation 

- Thankyous from WA Pointscore certificate recipients 
- 2023 IFSS long distance World Championships  

- IFSS statement regarding athletes/officials from Russia 
- Name cheap renewal for website  
- ASSA Vaccination Matter from Jonathan Toquero  

- Christine Hammond email regarding carting in SA 
- Individual Membership Ian and Thomas Luke  

- Wildog and WASSA Membership lists 
- Welcome El Salvador to IFSS 

 
Outgoing 

- 2021 Pointscore Certificates to WA recipients  
- Responded to Ian and Thomas with ASSA Numbers  

- Membership list requests to clubs  
 

4. Financial Matters 

$9383.28 is currently in the main bank account.  

 

5. Vaccination paperwork email  

 

ASSA discussed with Rebecca French Davis and confirmed everything submitted 
meets requirements and what was asked and Jonathan is following the ASSA 

rules to attend all events in 2022.  
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Confirmed we will formally respond and also let WA clubs know.  

Jonathan raised the issues around getting Hepatitis Titre test that he had and 
wants to raise this with committee.  

Sean has asked Jonathan to send us an email so we can look into this and 
review at a future meeting.   

 
6. JDP planning  
 

Emma gave us a run down on what’s currently happening with JDP. 
 

Discussed it would be good to get a page on the website for Juniors if we can get 
the website up dated.  

 
If anyone has any ideas to get our Juniors involved etc to let Emma know.  

 
Discussed contacting IFSS development officer for any input they may have for 

Juniors in the sport.  
 

Courtney suggested we need to check with clubs as we have lots of juniors who 
race and attend events but do not do the paperwork or submit for JDP.  
 

Discussed some options for maybe different prizes and smaller prizes throughout 
the year for ideas to get more involved.  

 
Discussed looking to get a Junior Sub Committee to get some other states 

involved as well where as currently been pushed by 3 QLD members.  
Decided to put out a post for expressions of interest which Danielle will draft to 

put on socials.  
 

7. Breed Registry  
 
Looking at how hard it would be to establish a registry. 

 
Subcommittee would look at the requirements etc that would need to comply to 

for a dog to be able to be on the registry.  
 

We would supply registration certificates that people could supply to ANKC to 
have them attend ANKC events with their dogs.   

 
- Would grow the membership 

- Promote the breeds that race across the country  
- Incoming money in the future for ASSA once it was established 

 

Vanessa would like us to put up an expression of interest to get a Sub 
Committee.  

Sean raised should we discuss with ANKC first to make sure it’s something that 
would be accepted.  

Vanessa has already spoke with some contacts with ANKC and it was advised if 
ASSA got involved it would make things a lot easier.  
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Discussed pushing along further before putting out expressions of interest and 

need to decide what we would use to decide on members for subcommittee.  
 

Sean asked if we can get a draft criterion and what would define a purpose 
bread sled dog before we look at expressions of interest.  

 
Sean suggested we get a draft, objectives and draft expressions of interest 

ready and submitted to the committee so that we can look at it before the next 
meeting.  

 
Courtney will add on Agenda for next meeting.  

 
Sean advised to speak with anyone who has something to offer before a Sub 

Committee is looked into to get any information and ideas to help the draft.  
 

8. NEGRC Nationals class format  
 
Currently NEGRC are unable to advise what classes are planned to be run 

together. 
 
Discussed this as being one of the rules we did discuss when making changes 

and we need to clear up the wording so entry forms have what classes are being 
suggested as ran together at all point score races.  

 
Going to look at the updated rules and re word this section.  

 
This will be raised with NEGRC in the upcoming club meeting. 

 
9. Rules Update  
 

Agreed we need to get this out as soon as possible.  
Decided to set a date ready to release the race rules for the 2022 season.  

 
Sean raised 5.6 in the rules and not wanting to have that people can apply for 

an exemption listed in the form.  
Sean going to look at rewording 5.6 for committee to review. 

 
We will get this out to the ASSA committee by 30th of March.  

We will have this finalised by 3rd of April ready for release to clubs and members. 
 

10. Club Meetings update   
 
Dani gave us a run down on the meetings with clubs so far.  
 

NVSDC would like another meeting like this after the season while issues are 
fresh on their minds which is agreed is a great idea.  
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11. Committee memberships  
 

Sean reminded everyone they need to be a financial member.  
 

Courtney raised we need a membership list from NEGRC, SASDC and NVSDC list 
if state reps could follow up with those clubs.  

 
12. Meeting Platforms   
 

Sean advised what was found with Google Meets. 
 
Discussed Webex, Zoom and Microsoft teams. 

 
Courtney will look into Microsoft Teams and see if this can be paid with Paypal 

and will see what we require.  
 

13. Website Domain renewal   

 
Confirmed everyone is happy to renew the website domain.  

Courtney and Lisa will get this completed.  
 

14. Other business  

 

Sean raised Parkrun banning dogs being on running belts.  
Committee agreed nothing we can do for this change they are not asking for 

input it is a change they have made and finalised.  
 

Holly raised that NEGRC would like a Secretaries list with emails.  
Danielle and Courtney have already discussed and Courtney will make a list.  

 
Holly asked on behalf of NEGRC what ASSA contribute to each open class.  

Discussed and all agreed to raise the amount for each open class from $100 to 
$125.  

 
Courtney raised the Christine Hammond email. Courtney bringing up what we 

would like to respond. Agreed to respond with the SA club details and also to let 
the clubs know. 
 

15. Next meeting  

 
May 1st 7PM  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Page 5 of 5 

16. Meeting Attendance  

 
  

 Nov 
2021 

 

Jan  
2022 

 

Feb 
2022 

  

March 
2022 

 

May 
2022 

  

Jun 
2022 

 

Jul 
2022 

 

Aug 
2022 

 

Sept 
2022 

Committee:           

Sean Hennessy (Chair) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

 Danielle Stewart (VP) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

Lisa Bowles (Treasurer) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

Courtney Orr (Secretary) ✓ x ✓ ✓      

State 
Representatives: 

         

Job Blacker (NSW) ✓  x  x ✓      

Zahra Goldsmith (SA) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

Adam West (WA) ✓ x ✓ ✓      

Holly Haynes (QLD)   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

Vacant (ACT) NA NA  NA NA      

Levi Orr (TAS) ✓  x  ✓ ✓      

Vanessa Joy (VIC) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      
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