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AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS 

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday 29 Oct 2022 

13.00h WST/ 16.00h EST 
 

Attendees: 

Sean Hennessy (Chair)  

Anna Myers 

Alex Schibani 

Annie Jackson 

Courtney Orr Lee Matters 

Levi Orr Chris Grilk  

Vanessa Joy Daniel Matters  

Zahra Goldsmith 

Holly Jessen 

Emily Vourlides 

Hollie Tori Acres 

 

 

Hayley French Davis 

Adam West 

Todd McGuire 

Kirste Harrison 

Narelle Crozier 

Cate Macnamara 

 

 

   

  1.   Opening of Meeting:  
 

         Meeting opened at 4.07pm AEDST 

 

  2.  Apologies:  

• Lisa Bowles, Job Blacker, Kathleen Sprigg 

 

  3.  Confirmation of previous minutes  
 

The Minutes of the last AGM held on 30/10/2021 was accepted with no 
amendments. Acceptance of minutes proposed by Zahra Goldsmith and 

seconded by Vanessa Joy. 

 

  4.  Reports  

4.1 President’s report  
 
What a year it has been for sled dog racing in Australia. Following the two previous 

covid marked years, it was so good to see a season go ahead in an almost normal 

fashion. Races that haven’t been held over the last two years were back, interstate 
travel was much easier, and I saw so many happy dogs and mushers at races across 

the country. 

 



 

 

2022 saw the return of the ASSA National championships and the full National 
Pointscore. Of course, we know now that this didn’t go off without a hitch. Mother 

Nature has thrown a curveball at the eastern states over the last 12 months, which left 
NEGRC with little choice but to cancel the Northern Challenge at its traditional venue 

and forgo hosting Nationals this year. I’d like to thank the NEGRC committee for all 

their hard work in preparing for the event and I’ve got everything crossed 
for you that the coming season will see more favourable weather. Relatively late in the 

piece, the South Australian Sled Dog Club stepped up host Nationals and with limited 

time to prepare, they pulled together a great weekend of racing. Thank you so much to 
everyone who helped get it off the ground. 

 
This year has seen a new Oceania Continental director appointed, in Gaby Alterman of 

New Zealand. 

I’d like to thank Alex Watkins for his hard work in the role previously. This year has also 
seen the continuation of the Oceania continental committee. Alongside this, the past 

year has seen the close relationship between ASSA and NZFSS continue. This focus on 
common goals is beneficial to both counties. 

 

During the last 12 months, everyone on the committee has been hard at work and we 
have achieved a lot.  

The most notable change this year was the redevelopment of the website. This update 
has made the website much easier to navigate, for members and committee members 

alike. I’d like to thank Zahra Goldsmith for her great work on this. 

 
Over the next 12 months, our big focus will be on the redevelopment of the Junior 

Development program. There is some exciting stuff happening in this space and I’m 

look forward to seeing how this progresses over the next year. 
Another body of work that has been done is the establishment of a breed register. The 

subcommittee have done some great work on this, and I see it bringing added value to 
our members. 

And finally thank you to everyone on this year’s committee, it’s been a pleasure. Thank 

you to Lisa Bowles, Holly Jessen, Levi Orr, Zahra Goldsmith and Adam West, your work 
on the committee has been very much appreciated, enjoy the coming season with a few 

less responsibilities. And to the new committee members joining us for the next year, 
welcome. 

 

Sean Hennessy 

 
4.2 Secretary’s report 

 

Thanks everyone for taking the time to join us today. 

 

Congratulations to all our clubs on a successful season and especially to our Victorian 
clubs who have been able to host multiple events this season after a few years of 

cancellations due to covid-19.  
 

It’s been fantastic to see so many once again travelling to different states to attend 

events and support our clubs.  
 

We have had another great year for memberships with 358 memberships which is up by 
over 70 members compared to last year.  

We have 81 new memberships from clubs all over Australia.  



 

 

I would like to make a special mention to our two Queensland clubs who combined 
brought 36 new members into our sport.  

 
Thank you to our current ASSA committee for a great year we have achieved a lot 

including our website overhaul completed by Zahra Goldsmith. If you haven’t already 

head on over and check it out!  
 

Thank you to the club secretaries for keeping me updated throughout the year with 

memberships and quick responses to any questions.  
 

I hope everyone has a great off season keeping your dog’s active with other sports and 
events and we look forward to seeing you back on the trails across Australia in 2023. 

 

Courtney Orr – ASSA Secretary 
 

4.3 Vice Presidents Report 

        

Another trip around the sun and this year was as turbulent for some states as the 

highly affected COVID years before. 

Sadly for my home state we were profoundly affected by the weather – bad 

temps, humid days and floods for days. I was personally affected early in the year, 
having to be evacuated from our home twice and entire property being 

engulfed by flood waters. On a side note, I don’t recommend living in a local park with 

all the stuff you can carry, your dogs and chickens… 

 

2022 Nationals was originally planned for Queensland but the weather Gods had other 
plans. Not only was the planned venue way to wet to camp or compete on, 

      we eventually lost the entire road into the grounds. 

It was a big pain in the butt but a huge thank you to SASDC that took on the task of 

putting on a fantastic Nationals with very little notice. The Qld’ers managed to get a 

convey together to make the trip down and we loved every minute of it. 

Queensland are (fingers crossed) hoping to have another crack at Nationals in 2023. 

I would like to add a shout out to WASSA for postponing their turn at hosting 

Nationals for another year. I, along with our Queensland members are very 

appreciative. 

 

I would like to give a shout out to all the ASSA Committee for giving their time to keep 
this machine turning throughout the year. 

It is not an easy job, and at times it is thankless but we couldn’t do it 

without each and every one of you. Again, a special thank you to Sean.  

Your passion and the effort that you put into this association does not go unnoticed. 

 

Danielle Stewart 

         ASSA Vice President 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

4.4  Treasurers Report 
 

Overview 

ASSA has been able to make some changes this year including moving to zoom 
meetings for our AGM as the fee for this is smaller than the phone conference call that 

we previously used, the commonwealth bank account is now closed, we have set up a 

PayPal account but have had a few issues with this, how the executive committee has 
dealt with this is they have used their own PayPal and ASSA has reimbursed them this 

is why reimbursement is a lot higher than normal, With the uncertainty about COVID 
restrictions there were no DID events in Australia this year, which means there were no 

DID applications. 

 
We are still waiting for some reimbursement to come through e.g. Nationals 

 
Income 

this year we have seen an increase in memberships and some income from mushers 

getting 
their sled dog titles 

 
Expenses 

We see a slight increase in insurances this year that ASSA was able to absorb the cost 

of 
this so it did not affect any club affiliations, the reimbursement of last year’s IFFS 

payment 

has been included in this year’s payment as it was not handed in before the last AGM 
 

Opening balance 1st October 2021 
$8,144.19 

 

INCOME 
 

ITEM CREDIT 
AFFILIATIONS/MEMBERSHIPS $5,200.00 

MISCELLANEOUS $57.87 

INTEREST $16.22 
TOTAL $5,274.09 

 

EXPENCES 
 

ITEM DEBITS 
REIMBURSTMENTS $1570.44 

INSURANCE $1797.20 

TOTAL $3,367.64 
 

A total profit for 2021/2022 
$1,906.45 

 

Closing balance 30th September 2022 
$10,049.80 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

4.5  ACT report – Vacant position 
 

4.6  NSW report 
No report submitted 

 

4.7  QLD Report 
 
Against all the weather odds QLDers were able to travel interstate for races snow and 

dryland alike. Both clubs managed to pull together a full season of racing including 
hosting the annual Red Mile Muster and Northern Challenge. We only had access to one 

of our forests this year (Pechey) because the rest of our sites were either closed or too 

damaged to be used. But nonetheless it was still possible to set some diverse 
      diverse and exciting trails to keep things interesting. 

We even had a special guest visit the SDRQ Red Mile Muster (Dr Harry Cooper and his 

team from Better Homes and Gardens). They produced and aired an excellent segment 
which I strongly recommend watching if you haven’t already. 

QLD has a lot to look forward to in 2023 with plans in motion to host the ASSA nationals 
at our Tenterfield site. All things prevailing it will be a race not to be missed. 

I’d like to thank the ASSA committee incoming and outgoing for your support to me and 

the Australian racing community. 
       I have thoroughly enjoyed my position representing QLD and wish Emily all the best in 

going forward. 
 

Holly Jessen 

 

4.8  SA Report 
 

For a second year in a row emerging into a COVID normal society, South Australia has put 

on a successful year for the sled dog community. Between SASDC & Wild Dog there were 
a total of six races, two of those being ASSA Point Scores, one of which became the 

ASSA National Championships at the eleventh hour due to NEGRC and Queensland 

suffering natural disaster flooding events. 

 

The interstate support for our clubs has been extremely positive with thanks to WA, QLD, 

VIC, and NSW mushers for really taking a vested interest in attending our major 
Pointscore Races and stepping in to assist both committees at these events. 

South Australia hopes to deliver an even bigger and better 2023 for everyone with Wild 

Dog looking to invest in more beginners, juniors, social events, and a traditional Derby 

musher’s banquet. Both our clubs have expressed interest in reigniting the Mount 

Gambier “State of Origin” from the early 2000’s, so make sure you mark July for leave 
next year because we want to see you all back here again! 

 

As I step away from the Representative role to focus on my own club and personal 

projects, I would like to thank ASSA for having me back for the last few years and giving 

me the opportunity to shape the sport. This committee has been one of the most 
productive I have witnessed in my 8 years, conducive to problem solving, getting stuck 

into tedious work, and uniting clubs in our very niche community. Special thanks to 

President Sean, Secretary Courtney, and our various Treasurers and Vice Presidents that 

have stepped up to some heavy duty administrative work. The new website looks pretty 

nifty too. 

Welcome and good luck to Christine & Kirste for the new SA role. 
 

Zahra Goldsmith 

SA State Representative 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

4.9  Vic State Report 
 

I am pleased to report that in 2022 Victorians have been able to access a full calendar of 
events for the first time since COVID-19 lockdowns and border closures impacted Australia 

throughout 2020, as well as 2021. 

 

Northern Victoria Sled Dog Club kicked the season off with a Bootcamp, which by all 

accounts was a success after a few issues with securing a location for the event. The club 

then hosted two ASSA dry-land race events, for the first time in several years, which was 
very much appreciated by members and the racing community. NVSDC Race 1 was quite 

relaxed and a great way to ease back into racing after so much time away for both 

committee and competitors. The Classic followed a month later and despite some 

challenging weather conditions, the three heats that the event is renowned for managed to 

go ahead and the race was a great success. 
 

The end of the ASSA race season for Victorians was marked by the Mt Baw Baw Sled Dog 

Dash. The committee had very challenging conditions to work with given that snow 

coverage was poor in some areas – but they worked with the mountain to ensure that the 

race went ahead over one heat. Other events that our community were able to participate 

in, included many ‘breed club’ races with AMCV as well as social sledding and the first ever 
ANKC race held by SHCV. Racing at Dinner Plain also made a return with a new committee 

and they did a great job in running the event for the very first time, in extremely 

challenging conditions due to lack of snow.  

 
Goldseekers Sled Dog Club, previously a long-standing ASSA 

affiliate, held their 21st Anniversary Race which marked the end of an era for the club – 

many Victorians as well as interstate mushers came to support the club in their final ever 

event – I would like to thank Goldseekers Sled Dog Club for many years of running well 

organised races and encourage those in Victoria who would like to see more All Breed 
based events on the calendar, to volunteer with NVSDC or look at forming an additional 

ASSA affiliated club to fill the hole left in the absence of Goldseekers. 

 
I am looking forward to representing Victoria again next season and would like to thank 

the ongoing members of the ASSA committee for their hard work throughout the season. 

It has been one of the best groups I have served with on the ASSA committee, with lots of 
open communication and willingness to work towards common goals with the benefit of 

the sport as a whole community in mind. 

 
Vanessa Joy 

 

4.10  TAS State Rep Report 

 

TASSI have had a year off in 2022 so no events to report on however we have had a 

number of reach outs from people wanting to get into the sport so hopefully TASSI will 
return in 2023.  

 
Levi Orr 

Tasmanian State Representative



 

 

 

4.11 WA State Report 

 
All ASSA races held in Western Australia for the 2022 race season were run by WA Sleddog 
Sports Association (WASSA). 

WASSA held 6 race events, consisting of 2 One-Day events and 4 Full races, with two of the 
full races being pointscore. 

 

Over the season some races were impacted by Covid and also temperatures, but these 
events only needed to be rescheduled rather than cancelled. 

All events ran smoothly and all competitors had fun so was a good year of racing in WA. 
 

Tour De Pines 1 and 2 

This is a one day, single heat event that had classes offered increased to cover Bikejor (2 
different distances), Canicross (2 different distances), Novice and Juniors. 

One event was rescheduled due to temperatures but when run both events had good 

temperatures and there was a great turn out, with about 20 novices. 
Ran smoothly and across the 2 events there were 3 race marshals that stepped up to have 

their first go at this role in the sport. 
Grimwade Crusade 

This race was the first two heat race for the Club for 2022, which had a good turnout but 

very wet weekend for all involved. 
 

Muckin Mayham 2 
Bit warm for the Saturday night but Sunday morning was nice and cold, fun tracks and a 

good time was had by all and we will not talk about the food (as there is a roast dinner with 

all the trimmings put on by the hosts!). 
 

Muckin Mayham 1 (point score race) 

This race was rescheduled due to covid impacting organisers. 
Temperatures were good, big turnout for this point score race. 

Good tracks and fun had by all and more food !!!!! 
 

Jarrawood Jaunt 

The temperatures were not playing their part for the race to run on the Saturday night, but 
Sunday morning was a bit better but tracks were shortened just to get a run in for all 

classes. 
 

Adam West  

 
 

  5.  Special Reports  
 

5.1 IFSS Oceania CD report – No report submitted 

 

  6.  Election of new National Council and State Representatives  
 

6.1 Appoint scrutineer for voting counting – (non-voting/standing) 

6.2 President – Sean Hennessy nominated unopposed 

6.3 Secretary – Courtney Orr nominated unopposed 

6.4 Treasurer – Danielle Stewart nominated unopposed 



 

 

6.5 Vice President – Vanessa Joy voted in at meeting 

6.6 ACT State Rep – No nominations from the meeting 

6.7 NSW State Rep – Hollie Tori Acres nominated at meeting 

6.8 QLD State Rep – Emily Vourlides nominated unopposed 

6.9 SA State Rep – Kirste Harrison voted in by SA Members 

6.10    TAS State Rep – Courtney Orr nominated unopposed 

6.11    VIC State Rep – Vanessa Joy nominated unopposed 

6.12    WA State Rep – Kathleen Sprigg nominated unopposed 

 

  7.  Thank you to Outgoing committee and welcome to new committee  

 
Sean thanked the outgoing committee for their work during the year and 
welcomed the new committee. 

 

8. General Business 

8.1 Pointscore Announcement 
 

 

9. Close of meeting. 

Meeting closed at 4.40pm 
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