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Incorporated No INC9876008 

 

AUSTRALIAN SLEDDOG SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Sunday 13th November 2022 

16.00h WST/ 18.00h EST 
 

Committee:   

Sean Hennessy (SH) 

Vanessa Joy (VJ) 
Courtney Orr (CO) 
Danielle Stewart (DS) 
 

Emily Vourlides (EV) 

Kirste Harrison (KH) 
Kathleen Sprigg (KS) 
Hollie Tori Acres (HTA) 
 

 

 

1. Apologies /Member attendees 

 

Member Attendee:  
Apologies: Danielle Stewart 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

 
• The Minutes of the last NC Meeting were accepted as true and correct 

by Lisa Bowles and seconded by Holly Jessen.   
 

3. Correspondence 

 

Incoming 
- Vanessa Joy Title application 

- Website invoice 
- NVSDC 2023 events list  

- Final membership list WASSA 
- SASDC Nationals reimbursement form 

- Multiple JDP logbook submissions 
- EOI for JDP sub committee  

- Emily Vourlides Title application 
- Pointscore Sash invoice 

- Josh Neufield Title application 
- Rob Clive email regarding Dog incident news article  

 
Outgoing 

- ASSA AGM announcement  
- acceptance of Vanessa Joy Title  

- acceptance of Emily Vourlides Title  
- AGM voting  
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4. Financial Matters 

 

$7009.36 is currently in the main bank account.  
Credit  

- $25 membership  
- $75 Titles 

- $4.56 interest 
 

Outgoing 
- $1120 Website  

- $1650 Nationals reimbursement  
- $380.52 Pointscore ribbons  

 

Acceptance of adding Danielle Stewart and Vanessa Joy to the Bendigo Bank 
account and removing Lisa Bowles from this account.  

 
Commonwealth bank account closure is now complete.  

 

5. Committee confidentiality/Personal information 

 

Reminder that we do get some people that want things to stay anonymous and 

need to be careful what is being shared with certain things.  
 

6. Committee Roles 

 
Discussed what state rep involves and keeping lines of communication open 

with clubs.  
 

7. Breed Registry update    

 

Vanessa explained the breed registry for new committee members. 
 

Looking at online data base where people can login and manage their own dogs. 
Vanessa doesn’t have the cost and information yet but will bring to ASSA once 

received from Zahra so we can decide on what to use.  
 

Decided on putting a poll on Facebook discussion group to get an idea on how 
many will use it so we can judge what can be paid for online data base.   

 
Vanessa will organise a post for approval.  
 

8. IFSS 

 

Discussion around getting information out to clubs on the new rules by IFSS to 
see if any clubs are interested in hosting World Cup events and if they want any 

rules exemptions so we can get the submissions in early.  
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Emily raised that in NZ they register each heat as a race so one event could be 
two World Cup races if not enough clubs wish to host. 

SDRQ are interested in hosting a World Cup Race.   
 

Sean suggested we put something out on the discussion group to see who would 
be attending World Cup races and if they would want to get a DSID.  

Courtney suggested we find out which clubs are interested first then we can put 
which clubs events would be hosting them.  

 
This is something that will be discussed with all the clubs when we have our 

ASSA/club meetings.  
 

9. Sub Committee for JDP    

 

Accepted Zahra and Ebony’s expressions.  
Kathleen and Tori will join from the committee. Sean or Danielle will join as chair 

to be decided between them.  
 
Vanessa will forward a list through of ideas she has already thought of to the 

sub committee.  
 

10. JDP 2022 decision 

 

Discussion on the three applicants and what has been seen at races with them 
this year.  

Three strong choices all acceptable as winner of the JDP for 2022.  
 

Reviewed all 3 applications and made the decision based on what was 
submitted.  

 
Courtney will email winner and announce on Facebook.  

 

11. Sponsorship opportunities     

 

Black hawk has contacted Sean regarding sponsorship for National Pointscore 
and JDP.  
 

Offering discount and other bonuses to ASSA members.  
 

Sean will reach out and get more information and ask if they can join a meeting 
so we can ask questions about what would be expected and anything else we 

need to know.  
 

12. Rules Review  

 

Closing date 19th of February 2023. 
Courtney will organise email to members/clubs.  
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13. Social Media   

 

Courtney and Vanessa will join Danielle managing our socials.  
 

Discussed list for posting in off season and coming up with ideas that Courtney 
will make a list of.  

 

14. NEGRC Timing   

 
Discussion on this being the same questions we went through with WASSA for 

the same timing system.  
Offered that NEGRC can submit rule changes or a club specific rule.  

Discussed what we are already adding in as a clause but that as the rules 
currently stand this timing system is acceptable to use.  
 

15. Other business  

 

Tori has email with race dates from SHCNSW and will forward to the committee 
email.  

 
Vanessa received a message from Dinner Plains committee, and they would like 

to re affiliate with ASSA.  
They will submit any rules to be reviewed for February rules update.  
 

Rule updates submitted by Trevor Taylor to Vanessa. 
Vanessa will discuss this with Trevor and we may get an official submission for 

the rules review before February. 
 

Emily will send through the SDRQ event dates. 
 

Courtney asked if with the first level of insurance does it cover just one event or 
would Bunnings BBQ’s be covered.  

Unsure how this would work so Courtney will contact the insurance company for 
clarification.  

 
Sean has setup a Facebook group for us to use for threads to discuss different 

items instead of always the messenger group to keep certain items from getting 
lost.  

 
Continental Committee 

Sean will get information from Gabby we can release of what the role involves to 
attach to the EOI post.  

 
Club meetings 
Sean would like to see meetings with each club again as we had last year. Sean 

and Vanessa will attend with state reps to discuss anything the clubs would like 
to raise with ASSA.   

Courtney will email all clubs asking for dates.  
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Meeting platform  
Continuing with Facebook room as per last year at this stage.  

 
Rob Clive email  

Discussed being aware of it and maybe we can have a discussion around 
etiquette for being around other people’s dogs at events.  

 

16. Next meeting  

 

29th of January 2023 7 PM 

 

17. Meeting Attendance  

 
 

  
 Nov 
2022 

 
Jan  

2023 

 
Feb 

2023 

 
Mar 
2023 

 
May 
2023 

  
Jun 

2023 

 
Jul 

2023 

 
Aug 
2023 

  
Sept 
2023 

 

Committee:            

Sean Hennessy (Chair) ✓                  

Vanessa Joy (VP) ✓                   

Danielle Stewart (Treasurer) x                  

Courtney Orr (Secretary) ✓                   

State 
Representatives: 

          

Hollie Tori Acres (NSW) ✓                     

Kirste Harrison (SA) ✓                  

Kathleen Sprigg (WA) ✓                   

Emily Vourlides (QLD)   ✓                    

Vacant (ACT) NA           
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